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61st SAUSALITO ART FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS -- LABOR DAY WEEKEND  

AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2 

 

Sausalito, July 16, 2013— Fine art, music, food, and wine come together Labor Day 

weekend along the Sausalito waterfront for one of the most prestigious art festivals in 

the United States. Over 260 artists from around the world will be exhibiting paintings, 

sculpture, drawings, jewelry, ceramic, glass, fiber arts, woodwork, photography, mixed 

media and more. The Sausalito Art Festival continues to set the standard for quality, 

variety, innovation and sheer scope of art on display, as well as for a celebrated 

entertainment line-up and special exhibits.  

 

In addition to exploring hundreds of unique art pieces and partaking in fine California 

wines and micro-brews, guests will be able to rock to top-name entertainers each day of 

the festival at two music stages.  Performers for 2013 include Dave Mason, Lisa Marie 

Presley, American Idol runner-up, Crystal Bowersox, Super Diamond and acclaimed 

Beatles tribute band The Fab Four, as well as The English Beat and The Psychedelic 

Furs. A complete list of performers may be viewed at www.sausalitoartfestival.org. 

 

Artists have been drawn to Sausalito’s picturesque beauty since before the Gold Rush, 

many of them arriving by boat and living “aboard” in the city’s historic houseboat 

community.  The bohemian Sausalito art scene has always been influenced by 

Sausalito’s marine heritage as has the festival which is staged along Sausalito’s scenic 

waterfront on the Army Corps of Engineers Bay Model site. 

 

With the much-heralded 34th America’s Cup (AC34) sailboat races on the San Francisco 

Bay at the same time as the Art Festival, this year’s festival is celebrating all things 

nautical in a big way, and extends a warm welcome to the thousands of visitors from 

around the world who will flock to this world class sailing event. 

 

Seaworthy Art 

• A special exhibit and retrospective of legendary marine photographer Diane 

Beeston will be staged on the festival grounds. Beeston chronicled decades of 



activity on the San Francisco Bay and was especially renowned for her black and 

white photographs of sailboats. 

• Just inside the festival entrance, visitors will get to visit the construction site of a 

120-foot historic schooner. The first “tall ship” to be built in the Bay Area in over 

100 years, the sailing vessel will be a floating classroom for children once built.  

This work of art “in the making” will serve as the festival’s nautical centerpiece. In 

addition to viewing the construction process, this festival site will feature mural 

painting, sea shanty music, a maritime art exhibit and a treasure hunt for 

children. 

• Jim Dewitt, a noted marine artist, is the festival’s official poster artist this year. 

Dewitt is also the America’s Cup Artist-in-Residence at the Golden Gate Yacht 

Club. 

 

Other not-to miss attractions at the festival include the American Icon art exhibit (follow 

the flags into the Bay Model!)  This digital, multi-media show features images of the 

American flag that were selected from a competition earlier this year. The Children’s 

Entertainment area is also at the Bay Model where there is live entertainment all day, 

face painting and other activities for the young and young at heart. 

 

About the Sausalito Art Festival 

Over one million visitors from throughout the world have attended the Sausalito Art 

Festival since its inception in 1952. The Festival is produced by the non-profit Sausalito 

Art Festival Foundation and run by over 1,000 volunteers each year. Proceeds from the 

Festival support the local arts community in the form of student scholarships, grants to 

other non-profit arts organizations and community service programs such as the 

recently launched “Artists Teaching Art” in local schools.  Through this support, the 

Festival makes a significant investment in the future of its community, totaling over 

$500,000 in the past decade. 

 

Getting to the 2013 Sausalito Art Festival  -- By Land or by Sea 

The Sausalito Art Festival is located in Marinship Park on the Army Corps of Engineers 

Bay Model grounds. The Blue & Gold Fleet offers a combined ferry/Festival ticket 

package and transports festival-attendees from Pier 41 in San Francisco directly to the 

Festival pier. The Golden Gate Ferry (leaving from the Ferry Building in San Francisco) 

will add extra ferries for the Festival, and sails to downtown Sausalito where passengers 

can catch a free shuttle bus to and from the Festival. Golden Gate Transit bus service is 

also available, as is free valet bicycle parking provided by Marin Bike Coalition. For ferry 

and bus schedules: www.goldengate.org and www.blueandgoldferry.com For those 

traveling to the Festival by car, take Highway 101 North or South to the Sausalito/Marin 

City exit and follow the signs to the Sausalito Art Festival. 

 

 



Dates, Times, Tickets  

The 3-day festival is Labor Day Weekend:  

Friday, August 31  9 AM - 6 PM 

Saturday, September 1 9 AM - 6 PM 

 Monday, September 2 9 AM - 5PM  

 

Tickets to the Sausalito Art Festival are $25 for general admission; $15 for seniors 62+; 

$5 for children ages 6 – 12; free for children under the age of 6.  For tickets, more 

information, or to volunteer for the event: www.sausalitoartfestival.org. The festival 

Hotline number is 415.331.1492. 

 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest! 
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Cheryl Popp  
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